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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, UY 

SUBJECT: URUGUAYAN MINISTRY OF INTERIOR ORDER FOR FIREARMS 

REF: STATE 311251, MONTEVIDEO 4651 

1 . THE REVOLVERS ORDERED FROM SMITH AND WESSON BY THE URUGUAYAN 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR ARE INTENDED FOR POLICE USE. WE ARE INFORMED 
THAT SUBSTANTIAL PART OF ORDER IS FOR REVOLVERS TO BE CARRIED 

BY RANK AND FILE POLICEMEN. 

2. DENIAL OF THIS TRANSACTION IS NOT JUSTIFIED. FIRST, IT WAS 

A CASH COMMERCIAL SALE BY A REPUTABLE U.S. FIRM. SECOND, THERE 
IS NOTHING IN LAW WHICH WOULD SUGGEST ANYTHING ILLEGAL IN THE 
SALE. THIRD, IF DENIAL STEMS FROM HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS, IT 
IS MISPLACED AS THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION HERE, ALTHOUGH NOT 
PERFECT, IS NOT THAT PORTRAYED BY URUGUAY'S PRINCIPAL ACCUSERS. 
FINALLY, THE CONGRESS, IN ITS STRONGEST ACTION AGAINST URUGUAY, 

THE KOCH AMENDMENT, DID NOT PROHIBIT THE SALE OF MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT TO URUGUAY IF PURCHASED THROUGH COMMERCIAL SOURCES. 
IF THE CONGRESS PERMITTED CONTINUED SALES OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
TO THIS COUNTRY, WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT INTENDED TO PROHIBIT 
- EVEN BY IMPLICATION - SALE OF POLICE SERVICE REVOLVERS. 
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